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Alma: You’ve Got 
Serial Prediction 
Patterns!
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Introduction

Alma supports:

• Creation of serial prediction patterns for print 
journals

• Opening expected issues

• Enhanced check-in 



5

Objectives

By the end of this training 
session, you will be able to…

• Complete the workflow for 
setting up prediction patterns

• Perform check-in
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User Roles

Three different roles are involved in setting up 
prediction patterns and performing check-in

• Purchasing operator

• Cataloger

• Receiving operator
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Setting Up

For prediction patterns to be used there 
must be:

1. An acquisitions order for the serial 
item

2. At least one of 853/4/5 captions and 
pattern fields in the holding record

3. Information registered in the ‘Next 
predicted item’s information’ field
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PO Line

• Library has POL 11101 for this title

• Subscription begins with v. 34, no. 1

• Order was made with vendor, EBSCO

• Subscription interval is 90 days
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Exercise 1

1. Go to Search External Resources to 
locate a Bib record for a journal title 
not in the repository

2. Import the record and create a PO 
Line

3. Fill in details for PO Line including 
Subscription Interval and expected 
receipt date

4. Enter Subscription from and to dates

5. Enter Renewal date and Renewal 
reminder period

6. Order Now!
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Caption for Holdings Record

• Many out-of-the-box prediction patterns

• Contain 853 captions and pattern-fields 

along with 590 note fields
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Exercise 2

1.Search for the title for which you 
just created a PO Line

2.Edit the Bib record

3.Retrieve the Inventory and edit 
the Holdings record

4.In the Holdings record, go to Edit 
– Expand from Template

5.Select an appropriate template for 
your title

6.Save the Holdings record
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Next Predicted Item
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Next Predicted Item
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Exercise 4

1. Place the cursor in the 853 field and 
go to Tools – MARC21 Holdings –
Next predicted item’s information

2. Change default values, as appropriate 
for…

• First and second level of enumeration

• First and second level of chronology

• Issue date

3. Close the Next predicted item’s 
screen
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Open Predicted Items
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Open Predicted Items
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Exercise 3

1. Place the cursor in the 853 field and 
go to Tools – MARC21 Holdings –
Open predicted items

2. Review the predicted items screen to 
confirm accuracy

3. If correct, Save the list; if not correct, 
Discard and begin again
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List of Items Before Receiving

All predicted items have been created and display 
through the list of items; no receiving date is 
shown because they have not yet been received
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Physical Item Editor
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Receive Items
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Exercise 4

1. Go to the Receive Items page and 
search for your title

2. Click on Actions – Manage Items and 
receive the first issue
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Receive Items
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List of Items
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Next Volume
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Summary

During this session, we looked at

• The workflow for setting up prediction patterns

• How to perform check-in
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Resources

Using Prediction Patterns (Inventory Creation)

• Available via Alma Online Help

This presentation



313131

Thank You

Laurie.Welling@exlibrisgroup.com


